Chapter10
THE DARNLEY MURDER

AFTER the murder of Riccio a sweet reasonableness had re-
entered into the relations of Elizabeth and Mary. In April 1566
the Spanish ambassador found Elizabeth with a portrait of Mary
hanging from her waist by a gold chain. Apropos Riccio's
murder she told him that if she had been in Mary's place she
would have taken her husband's dagger and stabbed him with
it. However, she hastily added, Philip II must not think that she
would do this to the Archduke Charles if he came to England!
The friendly correspondence of the two Queens was renewed,
and Elizabeth resumed the role of elder sister, dispensing her
habitual admonitory wisdom: 'remove bushes, lest a thorn
prick your heel5; 'the stone often falls on the head of the
thrower3; eif your subjects see your words so honeyed while
your acts are envenomed, what can they think?' She prayed
God to send Mary as brief pain in her childbed and as happy a
time as she could wish, and pronounced herself great with de-
sire to hear the good news. In return Mary asked her to be god-
mother to her child, and when the christening took place in
December 15 66 the Earl of Bedford went north with a massive
font of gold, curiously wrought and enamelled, by good for-
tune escaping an ambush of thieves who laid wait for it near
Doncaster,

The wheels were running very smoothly. Mary thanked her
* dearest sister' for the benevolent attitude that she had re-
adopted towards her claim to the English succession. She ap-
proved of Elizabeth marrying the Archduke. She even declared
that she was ready to ratify the Treaty of Edinburgh. This last
was an astounding offer; no less than the surrender of the trump
card of her diplomacy! Was it guile? It is at any rate significant
that the envoy who took the message left Edinburgh on the
.eighth or ninth of February 1567, and in less than forty-eight